Dissociation of proteinase-inhibitor complexes by trichloroacetate.
It was demonstrated that the addition of high concentrations of the chaotrope, sodium trichloroacetate, to proteinase assays provided for a dissociation of proteinase-inhibitor complexes. The complexes evaluated contained a heat-stable, polypeptide inhibitor of cysteine proteinases isolated from the cellular slime mold, Dictyostelium discoideum. The proteinases that were present in separate complexes included either D. discoideum proteinases or the plant proteinase papain. The general assay procedures described may be useful in detection of endogenous proteinase-inhibitor complexes in many systems.